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SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 2021 
The Fiftieth Day after Pascha 

The Great Feast of Pentecost 
 

Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (also Live-Streamed) 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (also Live-
Streamed)  
 
Sunday Epistle Reader:  Choir 

 
APOLYTIKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT 

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise, having sent upon them 
the Holy Spirit, and through them Thou hast fished the universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee.  
 
• Do NOT sing the apolytikion of St. George, the patron saint of the temple. 
 

KONTAKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT 
When the High One descended, confusing tongues, He divided the nations. And when He distributed the 
fiery tongues He called all to one unity. Wherefore, in unison we glorify the most Holy Spirit.  

 
THE EPISTLE 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. 
The heavens declare the glory of God. 

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (2:1-11) 
     When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly a 
sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now 
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the 
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 



how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we 
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12) 

     On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water.’” Now this He said about the Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to receive; for 
as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words, many 
of the people said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the 
Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes 
from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a division among the people over Him. Some 
of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. The officers then went back to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The officers answered, “No man 
ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the 
authorities or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law, are accursed.” 
Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to them, “Does our Law judge a 
man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee 
too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I 
am the light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 

THE SYNAXARION 
     On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate Holy Pentecost. 

Verses 
In a mighty wind Christ distributeth the Divine Spirit 

In the form of fiery tongues unto the Apostles. 
In one great day, the Spirit was poured out on the Fishermen. 

 
On this day—the fiftieth after Great and Holy Pascha—we commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon the holy Disciples and Apostles in the form of tongues of fire. Numbering about 120, they who 
followed the Master gathered in Jerusalem in the upper room of a house to await the Lord’s promise to send 
the Holy Spirit. At about the third hour of the day, there came a sound from Heaven as of a mighty rushing 
wind, and it filled the house. Cloven tongues immediately appeared, like as of fire, and sat upon the head of 
each of them. The Apostles began to speak, not with the languages of their ancestors, but with other 
languages with which the Holy Spirit supplied them, as He inspired them. After the Apostle Peter explained 
what had happened, 3,000 people joined the Church on the inauguration of the priesthood of grace. The 
objectives of Pentecost are, namely, the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world, the fulfillment of the 
promise of Jesus Christ, and the completion of the undefiled hope of the Apostles.  
     By the intercessions of the Holy Apostles, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 
. 

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow  

along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy. 



        HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY: 

Christopher Ferris for the health of the Rizk, Ferris, Samore, Al-Hanna, and 
Nasser families. 

Phillip and Edwina Youngblood offer Holy Bread for all the fathers and 
grandfathers of the parish. For Phillip, our son in-law, David and Fr. Fadi and 
our spiritual fathers in the Orthodox faith. May God grant them good health and 
many years. 

DONATIONS 
Yani & Susana Payides: In memory of George Salom, Sr. 
Yani & Susana Payides: For the good health of Mary Esther Salom and Blanca Anaipakos. 
Robert & Celeste Ayoub: In memory of George Salom, Sr. 
David & Dalal Young: In memory of Raeda AlHelou (Zena Esper’s mother) 
Martin & Sharon Madsen: In honor of their son Alex on his promotion and move to Denver, Colorado. 
God grant him many years. 
James & Odette Shaheen: In memory of George Salom, Sr. 
 

THANK YOU 
Rev. Dcn. Michael and the Sifuentes family donated a Greek Brass and Enameled Liturgical Hand Censer 
(Katsion) with bells to the church, which is traditional used during Lent and Holy Week. 
 

                   ICON PROJECT 
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and 
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the 
Heavenly hosts, and even events.  

The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to 
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was 
done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are 
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 

Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the 
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a 
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please 
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.   

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of good 
health. 



                       

Dear beloved faithful of St. George and friends:   

I recently received notification from the Archdiocese lifting all requirements to wear masks and social 
distance in our churches in the United States of America and that those who choose to continue wearing 
masks in the church should not be discouraged IN ANY WAY from doing so. Therefore, we want to make 
it clear that it is no longer mandatory for those attending any service at St. George to wear a mask, and that 
we will begin opening up all of the pews in the church which had previously been roped off to facilitate 
social distancing. However, due the freedom given to the local parishes to take the decision in accordance 
with the physical and local situation and due the age and health issues of the majority of our parishioners we 
encourage, for the moment, our beloved Parishioners to continue keeping the mask.    

We still encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result, 
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has 
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.    

This has been a trying year for us all, but we are full of joy in receiving the notification lifting all requirements 
to wear masks and social distance from now on.  Please join us this Sunday and every Sunday to celebrate 
the Divine Liturgy in your beloved St. George!   

In Christ’s love,  

The RT. Rev. Archimandrite Fr. Fadi Rabbat  

CHURCH FEAST DAYS IN JUNE 
Saturday of Souls – Saturday, June 19, 2021. 9:15 AM Orthros (Matins) and immediately followed by 
Divine Liturgy. On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the divine Fathers ordained a memorial for all 
those who have fallen asleep throughout the ages in true worship and in hope of life everlasting.  
If you wish to have your departed remembered on this day, please email the names to Rev. Dcn. 
Michael by Friday, June 18th.  
 
Rev. Dcn. Michael and the Sifuentes family are donating the Memorial Wheat for Saturday of Souls. 
 
Pentecost – Sunday, June 20, 2021. 9:15 AM Orthros (Matins) and immediately followed by Divine 
Liturgy. “The Kneeling Prayers”, will be offered following the Divine Liturgy. 
 
• NOTE: This whole week is fasting-free. The Leave-taking of Pentecost occurs on Saturday. 
 

VESPERS CANCELLED ON SATURDAY, JUNE 19TH 
Dear parishioners on Saturday, June 19, the Virtual DOWAMA Parish Life Conference is scheduled to be 
begin at 3:00 PM, for this reason Vespers will be cancelled so as to give parishioners the opportunity to 
participate in the virtual PLC from home. 



2021 VIRTUAL DOWAMA PLC 
Dear parishioners, if you have not yet registered for the virtual Parish Life Conference (PLC), please refer 
to the attached flyer. The PLC is scheduled for Saturday, June 19, 2021. 
 

SAJ TASTING AT ST. SHARBEL MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
St. Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church will be holding a Saj Tasting event on Tuesday, June 22 at 7 PM. Please 
refer to the attached flyer. 
 

                 
 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother,” which is the 
first commandment with promise: “that it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth.” And 
you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of 
the Lord.” – Eph. 6:1-4 
 
To Fr. Fadi, fathers and grandfathers, thank you for your support and loving care. Wishing you a wonderful 
Father’s Day. God grant you many years of good health and long life.  
 
 
CHURCH ETIQUETTE OR SOME THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW WHILE IN CHURCH 

Dear parishioners, friends, and visitors, we wish to share with you some church etiquette that you might not 
be aware of while in the church. I came across this wonderful, detailed explanation by Fr. David Barr, the 
priest at St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church in Austin, Texas. Thought it be of importance for you to 
know. 
 
http://ww1.antiochian.org/christianeducation/etiquette  
 

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES 
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy 
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship 
from home. 
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:  
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection. 
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page 
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being 
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the 
top right of the page. 
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control 
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday 



Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy 
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the 
Liturgical Resources for June.  

http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html 
 

LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR JUNE 
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for June that are 
available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday. 
 
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues, and if they are 
unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can refer to the readers services in 
front of their icons at home. Once they access the above web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical 
Resources," they will find instructions for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can 
pair the instructions with the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click 
on the calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page under 
Daily Liturgical Text.  
 

         SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PLEASE NOTE that Sunday School is on summer break and will resume on Sunday, September 12th.   
 
 

ST. GEORGE ADULT CLASS WITH FR. FADI RABBAT  
PLEASE NOTE that the Adult Class is on summer break. The Adult Class will resume on Saturday, 
September 11th.   
 
    CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s 
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the 
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to 
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael  
 

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael 
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org. The Church Bulletin is usually sent out on Tuesday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the 
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it 
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary 
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial 
Service of a departed love one.  
 

             DOME LIGHTING 
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to 
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a 
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to 
have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin.  Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is 
a minimum donation of $50 per lighting.  Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You 
can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.  
 

           
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 

Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221  

Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org 

Or 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at: 
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the 
visits or in case of any emergency at any time). 

Confessions: By appointment.  

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

ivine Liturgy.  


